Websites on Exploration

http://ww2.mariner.org/exploration/index.php  

This is the website for the Mariner’s Museum in Virginia.  It is very well organized and has great graphics.  It has an interesting section on life at sea and an excellent map that will show any of the voyages you click on in the timeline at the bottom of the page.  Another section is devoted to the animals, plants, and diseases of the Columbian Exchange.  Kids who are into the unit will love it.  

http://www.mce.k12tn.net/explorers/explorers_start.htm 

This one has short lessons, activities, and quizzes.

http://library.thinkquest.org/4034/timeline2.html 

Here you’ll find a timeline with a good list of explorers and very manageable biographies.

http://library.thinkquest.org/C001692/english/index.php3?subject=home
This site has information on navigation, explorers’ motivations, good biographies.

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/columbus1.html 

Excerpts from Columbus’s journals are on this site.  They are hard to read and there aren’t any graphics, but interesting nonetheless.
http://ww2.mariner.org/exploration/index.php?page=activities  

Merchants of the Great Exchange – Kids play the role of a merchant heading to Asia around Africa to trade and bring back items to England.  Complete with hurricanes and attacks!  

Whose Lunch is it Anyway? - Students choose things to build a “lunch” from the refrigerator.  When they’re finished, the origin of each item is explained.  They can print their lunches if they wish.
http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/materials/timelines 

http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/timeline  

Both of these sites allow students to enter dates and facts on explorers and then create a timeline of the information.  Unfortunately, they do not create a timeline that you can save.  You can only print it.  Also, the dates are equidistant apart, no matter what they are.  (There is an underscore between web and tools in that first one!)
